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Art Unit: 2173 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except ttiat an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by U. S. 
Patent No. 6, 407, 761 Bl (Ching et al), herein referred to as Ching. 

Referring to claim I, Ching discloses an apparatus for selecting or excluding and 
identifying the manner of selecting and excluding complex sets of objects contained in a set of 
such objects (column 2, lines 51-59). Ching also discloses illustrating the same in a tree-like 
graphical form (Figure 10). Ching also discloses an input data memory for storing a mapping 
from objects in a set of objects from which a complex set is to be selected to a set of nodes 
organized in a tree-like structure that represents an ordering of the objects (column 4, lines 40- 
49). Ching discloses an input data memory for storing an identification of each node 
independent of its order, and for identifying each node in relation to other nodes in the hierarchy 
by storing references (column 4, lines 65-66). Ching also discloses a parent node, one or more 
sibling nodes and one or more child nodes, along with an indication of whether the 
representation constitutes a full or partial partition of the set that is represented (column 6, lines 
30-50), wherein the Figure 10 discloses a structure with parent, child and sibling nodes and the 
checked boxes determine whether there is a full or partial partition of the set that is represented, 
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wherein if no boxes are checked under one set indicates a full partition and few boxes checked 
would indicate a partial set being represented. Ching also discloses storing a status state of the 
selection or exclusion of each node to represent the status state of selection or a exclusion of the 
node (column 7, lines 53-63). Ching also discloses a means for changing the status state of 
nodes in a tree-like graphical presentation of the nodes, storing the results in data memory and 
changing the representation of the states based on an input event from the user (column 7, hnes 
14-18 and hnes 32-42). Ching discloses an output data device that updates the status state of 
selection of each node affected by the input event by operation of the process and stores the 
change in data memory (column 7, lines 14-18 and lines 32-42). 

Referring to claim 2, Ching discloses a processing system (reference number 102, Figure 



Referring to claim 3, Ching discloses that the processing mechanism con^rises software 
(reference number 206, Figure 2). 

Referring to claims 4 and 14, Ching discloses that the tree-hke structure comprises a 
hierarchical ordering of the objects (Figure 10). 

Referring to claims 5 and 15, Ching discloses storing an identification of each node that 
is independent of its position in the hierarchy (column 4, lines 65-66). 

Referring to claims 6 and 16, Ching discloses that the status of the selection or exclusion 
of the node is represented by graphical icons (column 4, lines 24-28). 

Referring to claim 7, Ching discloses that changing the status state of nodes in a tree-hke 
graphical presentation of the nodes, storing the results in a data memory, and changing the 
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graphical icon representation of the states based on the input event from the user (column 7, lines 
14-18 and lines 32-42). 

Referring to claims 8 and 18, Ching discloses that the output data device changes the icon 
graphically representing the status of selection or exclusion of each node so affected (column 7, 
lines 2-9). 

Referring to claims 9 and 19, Ching discloses evaluating a current state of selection or 
exclusion of a node that is subject to an event, and, based on the state, retaining or changing the 
state in a designated sequence based upon receipt of the input event (reference number 908 and 
910, Figure 9). Ching also discloses recursively evaluating the current state of selection or 
exclusion of each child node, if any, of the node that is subject to the event, and based on the 
state of selection, retaining or changing the state in a designated sequence based upon the result 
of the processing of the node subject to the input event (column 7, lines 2-9). Ching also 
discloses recursively evaluating the current state of selection or exclusion of each parent node, if 
any, of the node subject to the event, and determining whether all child nodes of the parent 
constitute a complete partition of the object represented by the parent node, and based on the 
results, and retaining or changing the status state of the icon in a designated sequence (column 7, 
lines 2-9). 

Referring to claim 10, Ching discloses updating a display of the state resulting from such 
processing that corresponds to the node, updating the display of the state resuhing from such 
processing that corresponds to the child node, and updating the display of the state resulting from 
such processing that corresponds to the parent node (column 7, lines 2-9). 
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Referring to claims 1 1 and 20, Ching discloses evaluating a current state of selection or 
exclusion of a node that is subject to an event, and, based on the state, retaining or changing the 
state in a designated sequence based upon receipt of the input event (reference number 908 and 
910, Figure 9). Ching discloses updating a display of the graphical icon representing the state 
resulting from such processing that corresponds to the node (column 7, lines 2-9). Ching also 
discloses recursively evaluating the current state of selection or exclusion of each child node, if 
any, of the node that is subject to the event, and based on the state of selection, retaining or 
changing the state in a designated sequence based upon the result of the processing of the node 
subject to the input event and updating a display of the graphical icon representing the state 
resulting from such processing that corresponds to the child node (column 7, lines 2-9). Ching 
also discloses recursively evaluating the current state of selection or exclusion of each parent 
node, if any, of the node subject to the event, and determining whether all child nodes of the 
parent constitute a complete partition of the object represented by the parent node, and based on 
the results, and retaining or changing the status state of the icon in a designated sequence and 
updating the display of the state resulting from such processing that corresponds to the parent 
node (column 7, lines 2-9). 

Referring to claim 12, Ching discloses updating a display of the graphical icon 
representing the state resulting from such processing that corresponds to the node, updating the 
display of the graphical icon representing the state resulting from such processing that 
corresponds to the child node, and updating the display of the graphical icon representing the 
state resulting from such processing that corresponds to the parent node (column 7, lines 2-9). 

Referring to claim 13, Ching discloses a method for selecting or excluding and 
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identifying the manner of selecting and excluding complex sets of objects contained in a set of 
such objects (column 2, lines 51-59). Ching also discloses illustrating the same in a tree-like 
graphical form (Figure 10). Ching also discloses an input data memory for storing a mapping 
from objects in a set of objects from which a complex set is to be selected to a set of nodes 
organized in a tree-like structure that represents an ordering of the objects (column 4, lines 40- 
49). Ching discloses an input data memory for storing an identification of each node 
independent of its order, and for identifying each node in relation to other nodes in the hierarchy 
by storing references to any parent, the sibling nodes or child nodes (column 4, lines 65-66). 
Ching also discloses a parent node, one or more sibling nodes and one or more child nodes, 
along with an indication of whether the representation constitutes a fiill or partial partition of the 
set that is represented (column 6, lines 30-50), wherein the Figure 10 discloses a structure with 
parent, child and sibling nodes and the checked boxes determine whether there is a full or partial 
partition of the set that is represented, wherein if no boxes are checked under one set indicates a 
full partition and few boxes checked would indicate a partial set being represented. Ching also 
discloses storing a status state of the selection or exclusion of each node to represent the status 
state of selection or an exclusion of the node (column 7, lines 53-63). Ching also discloses a 
means for changing the status state of nodes in a tree-like graphical presentation of the nodes, 
storing the results in data memory and changing the representation of the states based on an input 
event from the user (column 7, lines 14-18 and lines 32-42). Ching discloses an output data 
device that updates the status state of selection of each node affected by the input event by 
operation of the process and stores the change in data memory (column 7, lines 14-18 and lines 
32-42). 
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Referring to claim 17, Ching discloses storing the status of the nodes in a tree-like 
graphical presentation of the nodes (Figure 10), the results are stored and the step of updating the 
status state changes a graphical icon representation of the states based on the input event from 
the user (column 7, lines 2-9). 

Conclusion 

2, The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. §1.11 1(c) to consider 
these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach an 
apparatus that for customizing using a tree like graphical presentation. 

Responses to this action should be mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
Washington D.C. 20231. If appUcant desires to fax a response, central FAX number (703) 872- 
9306 may be used. NOTE: A Request for Continuation (Rule 60 or 62) cannot be faxed. 

Please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT" for informal facsimile communications. For 
after final responses, please label "AFTER FINAL" or "EXPEDITED PROCEDURE" on the 
document. Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Namitha Pillai whose telephone number is (703) 305-7691. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-3 116. 
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All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Intemet communications where there exists a possibility that 
sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 
signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly 
set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and 
Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3800. 

Namitha Pillai 
Assistant Examiner 
Art Unit 2173 
July 22, 2004 

^ JOHN CABECA 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




